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<div class="zemanta-img"><a
href="http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Ethylene-glycol-3D-vdW.png"><img
style="margin: 0px 0px 5px; display: inline" alt="Space-filling model of the ethylene glycol mol..."
align="left"
src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/16/Ethylene-glycol-3D-vdW.png/3
00px-Ethylene-glycol-3D-vdW.png" width="240" height="156" /></a></div>  <p>Sure, this may
have been in jest. But, consider for a moment what it says if it wasn�t in jest. </p>  <p>Tom
and Ray Magliozzi write a column (and have written a book) called "<a class="zem_slink"
title="Car Talk"
href="http://www.amazon.com/Car-Talk-Tom-Magliozzi/dp/0440503647%3FSubscriptionId%3D
0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025
%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0440503647" rel="amazon">Car Talk</a>"
which is syndicated nationally. They answer reader questions related to automotive issues and
news, and also have a podcast. In a recent column, there was an interesting letter from a
physician, the full text of which can be found <a title="Is antifreeze toxic to humans?"
href="http://www.cartalk.com/content/columns/latest.html">here</a>.</p>  <p><em>�You
mentioned in a recent column that ethylene glycol (antifreeze) is toxic to animals. Is it also toxic
to humans? I'm a doctor, and I prescribe a medicine for my patients that cleans out their colon
called Go-Lytely (which makes a person do anything but go lightly). The main ingredient in
Go-Lytely is polyethylene glycol, which sounds an awful lot like ethylene glycol, or antifreeze.
So, when I prescribe Go-Lytely to prepare my patients for a colonoscopy, am I really prescribing
antifreeze? If so, could I just tell my patients to down a gallon of Prestone and save themselves
a trip to the pharmacy? � Dan</em></p>  <p>Let�s just say that I really, really hope, that this
wasn�t an actual reader question.</p>     <p>Worse yet, I really, really, really hope this wasn�t
an actual question from a physician. My faith in all that is health care may be fully and
completely destroyed. </p>  <p>If this is truly the case - a sincere question - then �Dan� needs
to go back to organic chemistry, or perhaps read a few labels a little more carefully. If this is
�for real�, then we have yet another reason to be cautious and concerned about �the world�s
best health care system�. But nonetheless, go forward, and Go-Lytely. Tread with caution, ask
lots of questions � and read the labels.</p>  <p>Photo credit: <a title="Ethylene glycol
molecule"
href="http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Ethylene-glycol-3D-vdW.png">Wikipedia</a></p
>
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